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his fellow Africans for successfully 
standing up to racism and oppression. 
More than two decades later, however, 
he has so tarnished his image that it 
must now resemble the fictional por-
trait of Dorian Gray, showing an in-
creasingly repugnant picture of a hero 
who has gone astray.’’ 

During the Mugabe reign, approxi-
mately 2.4 million people have been lit-
erally thrown out of their homes, and 
their homes have been bulldozed. There 
have been a number of killings and po-
litically motivated kidnappings and 
torture. The government has relied on 
repressive laws to suppress freedom of 
speech, press, assembly, movement, as-
sociation, and academic freedom. The 
Zimbabwean people have suffered 
greatly as a result of the government’s 
extremely misguided economic poli-
cies, and many have died from prevent-
able diseases. The U.S. Department of 
State concluded in its Country Reports 
on Human Rights Practices for 2006 
that Zimbabwe and its government 
have ‘‘engaged in pervasive and sys-
tematic abuse of human rights.’’ 

Unfortunately, the situation has only 
worsened in 2007. The world community 
was shocked by the photos of beaten 
members of the political opposition 
who gathered on March 11 for a peace-
ful prayer meeting. Mugabe has contin-
ued to crack down on any political op-
position and even threatened foreign 
diplomats who offered food and water 
to jailed opposition leaders. 

It is essential that the entire inter-
national community raise its voice in 
support of those seeking democratic re-
forms in Zimbabwe. Among other 
measures, this resolution calls upon 
the Southern African Development 
Community, or SADC, and the African 
Union to consult urgently with all 
Zimbabwe stakeholders to intervene 
with the Government of Zimbabwe 
while applying appropriate pressures to 
resolve the economic and political cri-
sis. 

I must express my deep disappoint-
ment that SADC has failed to take de-
cisive action with regard to Zimbabwe. 
Following consultations in Zimbabwe 
earlier this month, the executive direc-
tor of SADC stated, ‘‘What’s good for 
Zimbabwe is good for the region. 
What’s bad for Zimbabwe is bad for the 
region. I think it’s time we did less 
talk and do the work.’’ On that point, 
I could not agree more. 

Unfortunately, rather than getting to 
work and pressing Mugabe to under-
take meaningful reforms and halt his 
latest assault on human beings, on po-
litical and human rights, this state-
ment was followed by a plea of support 
for the Mugabe regime by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. 

Is the complete retraction of polit-
ical and human rights and the beating 
to death of innocent civilians not bad 
for Zimbabwe? Are Mugabe’s disastrous 
economic policies, which have resulted 
in inflation rates of up to 3,000 percent, 
unemployment rates of 80 percent, and 
the flight of thousands of economic and 

political refugees from Zimbabwe into 
other SADC countries not bad for the 
region? And what does the continued 
coddling of Mugabe say about the 
SADC members’ commitment to a 
‘‘new vision’’ of responsible governance 
under the New Economic Partnership 
for Africa Development, which was 
championed by South Africa? 

Madam Speaker, the Mugabe govern-
ment has used every means of suppres-
sion, every tool that they could mus-
ter, to crush those who disagree with 
that regime. 

I urge the passage of this resolution 
in order to send an urgent message to 
SADC and to the rest of the inter-
national community to do everything 
necessary to resolve this crisis cur-
rently crippling Zimbabwe and provide 
any and all assistance that the 
Zimbabwean people so desperately need 
to achieve democratic reform, peace, 
and economic prosperity. 

Again, I thank the author, Mr. LAN-
TOS, and the ranking member for bring-
ing to the floor this timely and ex-
tremely important piece of legislation. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
LANTOS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 100, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 
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THE AMERICAN NATIONAL RED 
CROSS GOVERNANCE MOD-
ERNIZATION ACT OF 2007 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1681) to amend the Congres-
sional Charter of The American Na-
tional Red Cross to modernize its gov-
ernance structure, to enhance the abil-
ity of the board of governors of The 
American National Red Cross to sup-
port the critical mission of The Amer-
ican National Red Cross in the 21st 
century, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1681 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as ‘‘The American 
National Red Cross Governance Moderniza-
tion Act of 2007’’. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) Substantive changes to the Congres-
sional Charter of The American National 
Red Cross have not been made since 1947. 

(2) In February 2006, the board of governors 
of The American National Red Cross (the 
‘‘Board of Governors’’) commissioned an 
independent review and analysis of the Board 
of Governors’ role, composition, size, rela-
tionship with management, governance rela-
tionship with chartered units of The Amer-
ican National Red Cross, and whistleblower 
and audit functions. 

(3) In an October 2006 report of the Board of 
Governors, entitled ‘‘American Red Cross 
Governance for the 21st Century’’ (the ‘‘Gov-
ernance Report’’), the Board of Governors 
recommended changes to the Congressional 
Charter, bylaws, and other governing docu-
ments of The American National Red Cross 
to modernize and enhance the effectiveness 
of the Board of Governors and governance 
structure of The American National Red 
Cross. 

(4) It is in the national interest to create a 
more efficient governance structure of The 
American National Red Cross and to enhance 
the Board of Governors’ ability to support 
the critical mission of The American Na-
tional Red Cross in the 21st century. 

(5) It is in the national interest to clarify 
the role of the Board of Governors as a gov-
ernance and strategic oversight board and 
for The American National Red Cross to 
amend its bylaws, consistent with the rec-
ommendations described in the Governance 
Report, to clarify the role of the Board of 
Governors and to outline the areas of its re-
sponsibility, including— 

(A) reviewing and approving the mission 
statement for The American National Red 
Cross; 

(B) approving and overseeing the corpora-
tion’s strategic plan and maintaining stra-
tegic oversight of operational matters; 

(C) selecting, evaluating, and determining 
the level of compensation of the corpora-
tion’s chief executive officer; 

(D) evaluating the performance and estab-
lishing the compensation of the senior lead-
ership team and providing for management 
succession; 

(E) overseeing the financial reporting and 
audit process, internal controls, and legal 
compliance; 

(F) holding management accountable for 
performance; 

(G) providing oversight of the financial 
stability of the corporation; 

(H) ensuring the inclusiveness and diver-
sity of the corporation; 

(I) ensuring the chapters of the corporation 
are geographically and regionally diverse; 

(J) providing oversight of the protection of 
the brand of the corporation; and 

(K) assisting with fundraising on behalf of 
the corporation. 

(6)(A) The selection of members of the 
Board of Governors is a critical component 
of effective governance for The American 
National Red Cross, and, as such, it is in the 
national interest that The American Na-
tional Red Cross amend its bylaws to provide 
a method of selection consistent with that 
described in the Governance Report. 

(B) The new method of selection should re-
place the current process by which— 

(i) 30 chartered unit-elected members of 
the Board of Governors are selected by a 
non-Board committee which includes 2 mem-
bers of the Board of Governors and other in-
dividuals elected by the chartered units 
themselves; 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 01:59 Apr 18, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K17AP7.069 H17APPT1cc
ol

em
an

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

P
C

74
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


